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1. About the Workshop 
 

The multilateral negotiations in Doha created a gloomy prospect on reaching the 

agreed 2 °C target. The difficult discussions about a common framework to account 

for mitigation ambitions are paralleled by the emergence of various domestic 

schemes through which parties pursue their own domestic ambitions. Many 

observe with concern this development as it might have a detrimental effect on 

reaching a common multilateral agreement. Yet, the domestic initiatives bear in 

itself a considerable momentum to effectively deliver mitigation. 

 

With the declining importance of the two multilateral flagship schemes – the Clean 

Development Mechanism and the Joint Implementation Tracks – the focus of the 

offset market rapidly shifts towards the domestic offset schemes. It is therefore 

the right moment to take stock of the situation and exchange the views and 

expectations about the forthcoming years. 

 

This workshop aims at gathering key experts from the regulatory bodies, policy 

makers, leading consultancies and academia to exchange on various levels. Firstly, 

it is key to better understand how the different schemes function and under which 

political contexts they operate. To this end the workshop will host a series of 

technical interventions from schemes of the various geographies. The second 

topical complex of questions relates to the further co-existence of scattered 

domestic mitigation markets with a multilateral negotiation process. In face to face 

discussions the separating effects of diverging ambitions and different policy 

contexts can be explored, as well as the unifying aspects of common principles to 

accounting for emission reductions. Last but not least the participants will 

undoubtedly identify common challenges of operating offset schemes in a 

regulated environment and eventually debate individual solutions to this. 

Specifically the treatment of national policies, reputed under the CDM-heading 

„E+/E-“, in determining baseline, additionality and the share of reduction claimed, 

has to be specified possibly in every scheme. 

 

The Swiss Foundation for Climate Protection and Carbon Offset (KliK) 

(http://www.klik.ch/) in collaboration with the Zürich Carbon Market Association 

(http://www.zurich-cma.org/) is proud to invite to this Workshop in Zürich, which 

might be the first in a loose series of similar workshops in the forthcoming years. 

http://www.klik.ch/
http://www.zurich-cma.org/
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2. Agenda 
 

 

Time Thursday, 26
th

 September 2013 
 

13:00 - 13:30 Registration, coffee and snacks 

 

13:30 - 13:45 Welcome and opening remarks. Marco Berg, KliK 

 

 Presentations, moderated by Axel Michaelowa, Perspectives 

 

13:45 - 14:30 Project based offsetting under the Swiss CO2 Act. Laurence Mortier, 

Ministry of Environment, Switzerland 

14:30 - 15:00 Future outlook for Domestic Offsetting in Europe. Bram Borkent, 

Ecofys 

15:00 - 15:45 Offsets under California’s Cap-and-Trade Program. Derik Broekhoff, 

Climate Action Reserve, U.S. 

 

15:45 - 16:15 Coffee and administrative infos 

 

16:15 - 17:00 The French Offset Experience. Benoît Leguet, CDC Climat / JISC 

17:00 - 17:30 Domestic offsets in Australia. Killian Wentrup, Perspectives 

17:30 - 18:00 The Spanish domestic projects programme. Ismael Aznar, Ministry 

of Environment, Spain 

 

18:00 - 18:15 Closing 

 

 Apéro 

 

19:30 Social Event 

 

 

Time Friday, 27th September 2013 

 

8:30 - 9:00 Coffee 

 

9:00 - 9:15 Mapping of Day 1. Jürg Füssler, INFRAS 

 

9:15 - 11:00 Break-out sessions 
- Session A: Treatment of national policies 

- Session B: Additionality – against what baseline? 

- Session C: Offsetting in coexistence with ETSes 

- Session D: Requirements for a functioning market 

 

11:00 - 12:30 Closing Plenary: Conclusions and way forward  
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3. About the Speakers 

 

Marco Berg, KliK, Switzerland 

Dr Marco Berg is Managing Director of the Foundation for Climate Protection and Carbon 

Offset KliK since its inception in December 2012. He is also managing the Climate Cent 

Foundation since the outset in August 2005. From 1997 to 2002, he was Head of the 

Transport Fuel, Environment, and Research Department of the Swiss Petroleum Association 

after which he joined Factor Consulting + Management (now First Climate). He holds a 

master degree in theoretical physics and a PhD in environmental sciences from the ETH 

Zurich. Marco Berg is an individual member of the Swiss Academy of Engineering Sciences 

(SATW) and president of its project board. 

 

Axel Michaelowa, Perspectives, Switzerland 

Axel has a PhD in Economics and works on international climate policy instruments and the 

UNFCCC process since 1994. He is senior founding partner with the consultancy 

Perspectives and part-time researcher at the Institute of Political Science of the University 

of Zurich. Axel was lead author for the chapter on policies and measures in the 4th and 5th 

Assessment Report of the IPCC. He consults private, governmental and public institutions 

and has written more than 100 research articles and studies on various aspects of the 

Kyoto Mechanisms and climate policy. Between 2006 and 2013, Axel served on the CDM 

Registration and Issuance Team of the CDM Executive Board; he was member of the board 

of the Climate Cent Foundation between 2005 and 2009. Axel has worked on 10 approved 

baseline methodologies under the CDM and done capacity building in over 30 countries, 

ranging from Algeria to Yemen. 

 

Bram Borkent, Ecofys, the Netherlands 

Bram is consultant in the Market Based Mechanisms unit at Ecofys. His main expertise 

involves the design and implementation of the EU Emissions Trading System (EU-ETS), 

domestic offsetting, and sectoral benchmarking. In particular, Bram developed into a 

recognized expert on the free allocation of emissions allowances in the EU-ETS, on which 

he leads projects for both governments and corporate clients. In addition, he is involved in 

projects on the possible risks and consequences of carbon leakage, for example for several 

European sector organizations and for DECC. He also gained experience in a number of ETS 

communication services. Bram obtained his Ph.D. in Applied Pyhsics at the University of 

Twente. 

 

Laurence Mortier, Ministry of Environment, Division Climate, Switzerland 

Laurence holds a Master degree in international relations and acquired a second Master 

degree in economics with a specialization in sustainable development and energy. She has 

been working with the Climate Division of the Swiss Federal Office for the Environment 

since 2010. As a policy officer she is in charge of the negotiations regarding the flexible 

mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol and the development of the new market mechanisms 

under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. In addition, she is 

responsible for the implementation of these mechanisms in the national climate policy, 

including with the Swiss Designated National Authority and Designated Focal Point. 

 



   
 
International Workshop on Domestic Offset Schemes at Zürich, 26-27 Sept 13  4 
 

Derik Broekhoff. Climate Action Reserve, U.S. 

Derik is Vice President for Policy at the Climate Action Reserve, where he is responsible for 

managing the development of protocols for quantifying and registering greenhouse gas 

reductions from carbon offset projects. He also oversees the development of climate 

change policies and programs for the Reserve, including assisting the Reserve’s efforts to 

support the State of California in the implementation of AB 32. 

Before coming to the Reserve, Derik was at the World Resources Institute (WRI) in 

Washington, DC where he led work on the Greenhouse Gas Protocol Initiative and managed 

projects related to the design of greenhouse gas emissions trading programs, registry 

systems, and standards for carbon offsets. 

 

Benoît Leguet. CDC Climat, France / Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee 

Benoît is the Head of CDC Climat’s Research team, where he oversees a wide range of 

research topics on economic instruments to transition to a low-carbon economy: low-

carbon energies and carbon markets, offsets, agriculture and forestry, sub-national climate 

policies, investment decisions. 

He has been working in the field of climate change economics for 10 years, and lectures in 

various Masters programs. Since 2008, he has also been a member of the Kyoto Protocol’s 

Article 6 Supervisory Committee, and chaired the Committee in 2010. Prior to joining the 

Caisse des Dépôts Group, Benoît carried out various greenhouse gas emission verification 

and reporting assignments, particularly in the energy sector, and advisory assignments for 

public and private clients on climate change issues. 

 

Killian Wentrup, Perspectives, Germany 

Killian is a Director at Perspectives GmbH based in their Hamburg office. Over the last two 

years he has managed several PoAs through to registration and conducted NAMA 

assignments for clients including the World Bank and GIZ. He is responsible for growing 

Perspectives business in new areas including climate finance and the Australian carbon 

market. Prior to joining Perspectives Killian spent several years working for the largest 

integrated energy utility in Australia, Origin Energy. He has also worked as a fellow for the 

Ecologic Institute in Berlin and started his career as a policy analyst in the Victorian State 

Government, in Melbourne, Australia. 

 

Ismael Aznar. Ministry of Environment, Spain 

Ismael is Deputy Director for Emissions Trading and Flexible Mechanisms at the Spanish 

Climate Change Office, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment, since 2007, being 

responsible for the implementation of the EU ETS and the participation in the international 

carbon markets. He joined the Senior Corps of State Administrators in 2000. He acted as 

technical advisor to the Ministry of Environment’s Unit of Coasts Management and 

Legislation. From 2004 – 07 he was Advisor to the Secretary of State of Finance in the 

Ministry of Economy and Finance. 

 

Jürg Füssler, INFRAS, Switzerland 

Juerg is an international expert in emissions trading, Kyoto-mechanisms, climate change 

mitigation. He gained fourteen years of experience in advising utilities, industry, 

governments, and international financial institutions in Europe, Africa, Central and South-

East Asia, India and China on the risks and opportunities of climate change. He worked as 

Senior Carbon Originator at Swiss Re’s Emission Desk in London. Since autumn 2009 he 

heads climate change and carbon markets at INFRAS in Zurich. 

2006 – 2013 he was a member of the UNFCCC CDM Executive Board’s Methodological 

Panel. 



   
 
International Workshop on Domestic Offset Schemes at Zürich, 26-27 Sept 13  5 
 

4. About the break-out sessions 

 

During the break-out sessions the participants have the opportunity to 

discuss on a moderated table leading question to the sessions topic. 

Each of the participants are invited to bring own examples into the 

discussion – we make sure that your respective slide can be projected. A 

rapporteur will be designated amongst the session’s participants to 

summarise the key aspects of the discussion. The results will be presented 

briefly during the closing plenary. 

 

4.1 Session A: Treatment of national policies 
The regulations for domestic offset schemes typically are nested under a broader 

national policy framework. Policy measures from different regulations may 

therefore coexist with the schemes and be partially overlapping. This brings about 

the inherent need to apportion a project’s mitigation effect among the different 

policy measures. E.g. governmental information campaigns or incentive 

programmes for energy efficiency could contribute in addition to the success of a 

project or a programme under the offset scheme. Is there a silver bullet as to how 

to attribute the merits for a domestic offset project’s emission reductions in the 

case of additional aid through other policies? Under what circumstances can 

contributions from different policy measures be blended, and how is such blending 

to be considered in the crediting of the offsets? (Moderator: Jürg Füssler / 

Rapporteur: tbd) 

 

4.2 Session B: Additionality – against what baseline? 
Projects must not be business as usual, the scenario against which the project 

accounts its reductions for. This counterfactual baseline scenario, however, is often 

a hybrid between projected historic emissions and a projected roadmap of climate 

change policies. What are the experiences in the different jurisdictions so far 

regarding the stringency of baseline setting? Do ambitious domestic mitigation 

policy targets constitute stumbling blocks for domestic offset schemes? Or do 

interest groups that want cheap offsets bias baseline-setting towards a lax 

outcome? Are there similarities with the international debate about a “do 

something” baseline and discounting offsets? In order to improve comparability of 

domestic offset schemes common sector specific baselines have been proposed. 

How can governments work towards common and standardised and sector specific 

baselines? Are there lessons learnt from developing sector specific baselines under 

the CDM? (Moderator: Axel Michaelowa / Rapporteur: tbd) 

 

4.3 Session C: Offsetting in coexistence with emissions trading schemes? 
Interactions between domestic offsetting and emissions trading occur when non-

ETS GHG reduction measures can lead to an increase or decrease of emissions in 

the ETS, or an increase or decrease of free allowances issued to ETS-installations. 

Interactions between domestic offsets  and the ETS not only cause a great deal of 

complexity in accounting for reductions and awarding credits and/or allowances, 

but also could have unintended impacts on the price of credits in the ETS. The 

question is whether these interacting options should be eligible for domestic 
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offsets, and if yes, how to account for the interaction? This challenge is most 

clearly illustrated with electricity-related options that effectively turn non-ETS 

options into ETS sector options or vice versa. Examples include the shift of fuel-

driven transport to electric transport, or the shift of an ETS-covered boiler to 

small-scale CHP. (Moderator: Bram Borkent / Rapporteur: tbd) 

 

4.4 Session D: Requirements for a functioning market 
Domestic offset schemes are typically market based instruments, where the market 

acts as price discovery mechanism and platform to allocate financial means to the 

projects. Like every marketplace also the carbon markets rely on a certain 

infrastructure that enables the market to function. The experience with the CDM 

could be used to derive the necessary elements for a functioning market for 

domestic offsets. What building blocks are needed for an efficient domestic 

scheme? Is the existence of a market needed at all? Is there a convergence 

between the respective views of regulator, validator, trader/intermediaries and 

project proponents? What are the necessary legal foundations for a functioning 

market? Can requirements for enforceability be reconciled with the goal of market 

liquidity? (Moderator: Derik Broekhoff / Rapporteur: tbd) 

 

 

5. Venue 
The workshop will take place at the Four Points by Sheraton Sihlcity Zürich. 

> http://www.fourpointssihlcity.com/en/local-area 

 

You arrive best at the Four Points by taking public transports at the main station. 
 Local train S4 to “Saalsporthalle”. Every 20 minutes, board underground at main 

station. 15 minutes ride. 

 Tram 13 to “Sihlcity”. Board outside main station (100m) at station 

“Bahnhofstrasse”. 20 minutes ride 

 

From Zürich Airport it will take you 30 minutes to arrive at the main station. 

 

The workshop location will be indicated in the lobby of the Four Points. There you 

can register from 13h – 13:30h. If you want to eat something quick before, you 

find a selection of places around the corner. 

> http://sihlcity.ch/de/gastro_hotel/index.php (german) 

 

The social event will take place on the 26th September at 19:30 close-by at the 

“Rüsterei”. This will be at the participants own costs. 

> http://www.ruesterei.ch/home.html 

 

Contact  
 
Conceptual matters 

 

Mischa Classen 

+41 44 224 6005 
mischa.classen@klik.ch 

Organisational matters 

 

Lorena Pedalino 

+41 44 224 6006 
lorena.pedalino@klik.ch 

 

http://www.fourpointssihlcity.com/en/local-area
http://sihlcity.ch/de/gastro_hotel/index.php
http://www.ruesterei.ch/home.html
mailto:mischa.classen@klik.ch
mailto:lorena.pedalino@klik.ch

